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1o 1n February 1951 the Chinese Comrunist winistry of Posts, Telegraph and
Telorhone bepan to install, jointly with the sorthwest kilitary Area Head-
quartars, a trunk telecommunicatioa lins rom lanchou {10541, 36-03) to
hooh'eng (hosrhkuossu, 0-£2, 44-12) on the Sino-Soviet border. This trunk
line was designed to strenpthen wmilitary, polilical and goonomio ties betwein
China and the USSR, : : R T

2. kngineering work, consisting of eractil, temeat and woodsn ‘poles and stringing
two pairs of' wire between them, bsgun simultuneously from lanchou snd Hecti'eng.
By tne ena of Sephember 1951 the line had veen sxteuded from Lenchou to
beingasingheia (66-09, 41-4v) via wuwei (10%-4b, $7-58), Chaiyyeh (10.-37,
86-56), Chiuch'uan (U6~35, 09-46), Yumen (97-13, 40-15) mad Anhai (95-57, 41+48);
& porbiwn of this work invelved caly tae repair of existing faoilitvies. From
hicoh'eong the insballution hed beon compieted as far as Anchihai (oBu24, 4e-22)
vie Sant'al (4les0, 44-40), Chingho (0Z«H0, 44-is8) and wusw (84=37, 44-27). The
erginserin; work had aot yeh hesa completed from Aacnihai through Suilai (#6619,
44-81), Crlanmgoni (o7-14, 44-J4), urumchi, wurfan {09~05, 4%-56), Shanshaa
($0-18, 42-54)+4, Ch'ishiaoehing (§1-36, 45wZ6) and wami (90-i7, 42-46; to
weinghsinghsia.

3. Albhough the winistry of Posts, ‘Leiégjr‘aph and islephone hopes to oomplete this
trunk line belore ~urch 168Z, the wifficulty aof trangportation snd laock of
stip;lieg way delay the completion beyoad that date.

4. To spsed up the woerk, the winistry of Posts, lelsgraph and Yelephons has made
avallable the gervices of the € aana 7 soginesring Corps, -and the Northwest. .

L wilitary Aréa has provided & telecom.unicaticns butta lion, an army engih‘

‘bettalion and a transport company. The Sinklang .ilitary Listriat has also

aesigned a telecomnuniontions compary and aa army engineers company ‘to this
projeost, ' :

1A . m Turfan and Shenshan are not on the route of ’ﬁh'a': .
25X sk-Lanchou rallrcad reported in _ Utherwise the propossed 25X1A

tolegraph line and railroad uppear to follow the same route,
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